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New Year
at The Square

Dear Bugle,
I wanted you to know that I enjoyed this year’s event, in fact I
thought it was a real belter. It was a “nearly” event in a number
of ways –
The “organisers” nearly turned up in time!! Perhaps it was nice
and warm in the pub??
The countdown was nearly accurate, although it was accurate to
GMT i.e. Gargunnock Micro Time (which doesn’t necessarily
coincide with that other GMT )
The fireworks display was nearly as good as previous years.
The bugle nearly played some pertinent notes, thanks to the
happy bugler (but where was the drum this year? Did it nearly
arrive???)
Auld Lang Syne was nearly completed correctly, which is not
always the case. It’s great to see so many people taking part,
and others nearly participating. It was sung at nearly the right
time in the programme so that the socialising was able to go on
longer.
So, all in all, another nearly successful Village event. Let’s hope
it develops as the years go on.
Yours sincerely,
(name and address supplied)

The 3F Group meets on the last TUESDAY
of the month from September to May at the
comfortable church at 43 Balkerach Street –
the main street through Doune.
Each month there is a speaker or activity,
followed by time to chat over a cup of tea or
coffee.
ALL WELCOME
If you have any questions, please contact:
Jessie Wyllie, Tel. 01786 860550
Here is the Programme to May 2019:
Tues 26 Feb: Bonnie McDowell will give a talk on Dementia.
Tues 26 Mar: Mark Drury will give a talk on Silver Jewellery.
Tues 30 April: Lynn McLeish will give a talk on alternatives to plastics.
Tues 28 May: Visit to Stirling Tea followed by Supper at The Woodhouse.
All meetings at Doune - £3
Audrey Birrell, Session Clerk.

Gargunnock Community Council and Community Trust Updates
Gargunnock Community Council
Following recent elections, Gargunnock Community Council held its
first meeting on Monday 26th November 2018 and office bearers were
duly elected for positions.
The new Chairperson, Jeremy Wilkinson, expressed his thanks and
appreciation to the retiring members of the previous Council who have
provided many years of valuable service to the village, particularly to
Maitland Clark and Edmond Mansion who together have given nearly
40 years of combined service.
Your Community Council now consists of:

Gargunnock Community Council
(from L-R: Douglas Barr, Charlie Fitches, Helen Rowell, Julie Cole,
David King, Jeremy Wilkinson, Lovat MacGregor, Christine Phillips,
Jon Sutherland)
The role of the Community Council is to ascertain, coordinate and
express the views of the village to Stirling Council and other public
authorities. Consequently, the Community Councillors welcome
communications from any residents of Gargunnock who wish to share
their views on planning/licensing, road safety, or any other issues
relating to the work of the Local Authority or other public bodies.
Councillors can be contacted by phone on the numbers shown above,
or by using the generic email address:
gargunnockcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
Community Council meetings for 2019 will be held (from 19:30 –
21:30) in the Garden Room at the Community Centre on the following
dates:
14th January, 11th March, 13th May (including AGM), 10th June,
9th September, 11th November
All members of the public are welcome to attend Community Council
meetings – so, please come along and hear what your Councillors are
doing to support the village, and give us your views.
Community Councillors’ contact details and Council meeting dates are
also displayed on the Village Noticeboard opposite the shop.
Jeremy Wilkinson, Chair, Gargunnock Community Council

Wind Farm Funding - can you make an impact?

Funds
Available!
It is just over a year since the Windfarm Fund Panel, supported by
Falck Renewables and managed by your local Gargunnock Community
Trust, began making grant awards to village projects. In that time the
Windfarm Fund Panel has met 4 times and committed a total of
£44,041 to 17 separate projects. There has been a reasonably good
mix of large and small projects sponsored by a range of village groups.
Two of the larger projects that have been supported include:
The Outdoor Learning Zone at the school, which used £15,000 of
Windfarm grant to support a project costing £27,118: and
The development of the Glebe Land area, which so far has used
£3,506 (net expenditure after reclaiming VAT) of its grant and is
expected to complete the work well within budget with the entire work
not exceeding £7,000. The total value of the project can be estimated
at around £16,000 which includes the effort of the 25 volunteers and
The Trust reclaiming the VAT.
A great start has been made but the challenge is to do even better and
there are 2 areas where the Trust feels improvements can be made.
Firstly – the Panel itself currently has 7 members from different village
groups with a rotating chairperson so that no one group can dominate.
The Trust would like to expand the Panel membership with an
additional two places, in order to make it even more representative of
village interests. It is intended that at least one of these places could be
filled by a young person (aged 16 -21) so that the needs of this age
group can be better represented on the Panel. The commitment would
not be for more than a couple of hours on 4 evenings over the year and
your involvement would make a good addition to your CV.
Secondly – the Panel would welcome a wider range of projects to be
brought forward for consideration. Eligible small grant applications from
village groups will continue to be supported but the Fund Guidelines set
out that the main focus should be on larger projects that will leave a
lasting legacy for the village and reasonably substantial sums remain
within the Windfarm Fund account, which is topped up by £24,000 each
year. Therefore, the Wind Farm Panel is inviting individuals or groups
to come forward with their potential projects.
There are many good ideas for what the Wind Farm Funds should be
invested in. However, in order to take these from conception through to
completion, volunteers from the community are needed to plan,
develop, match fund and project manage these ventures. We are
looking for such good ideas for the next Wind Farm Panel meeting,
appliation deadline is 11th February (see www,gargunnock.org for all
future deadlines and information).
Good projects do take hard work and commitment to develop and see
through. The Trust will do everything to support a good idea, however,
it is important that the initiatives come from those in our community with
the ideas and drive to make the best use of the resources we have.
Tracy and Archie Peddie, members of the Parent Council team who
successfully planned and delivered the Outdoor Learning Zone, offered
some helpful advice to prospective applicants on how to take a project
concept forward to delivery “Our three steps to success would be 1)
have a cohesive detailed plan, 2) ensure open communication with all
stakeholders and 3) tap into the knowledge which sits around the
Community Trust table, there is a wealth of experience within the Trust
and they are more than willing to support and advise applicants”.
There is a great opportunity now to make a real difference to the
community where you live and if you feel you would like to join the
Panel, put forward a project for the village, or find out more information
about these possibilities, please contact the Windfarm Fund
Administrator – Carol MacGregor on carolmac2709@gmail.com

Gargunnock Community Trust - Wind Farm Grant supported projects update
Update on the Glebe Land Improvement Project
Since the last issue of The Bugle, great progress has been made on the Glebe Land Improvement Project. The funding request to the
Gargunnock Community Windfarm Fund was approved, and work has started.
A total of fifty-one residents of the village had expressed an interest in volunteering to work on the project, and so far 25 of these people have
turned out to help, contributing around 260 hours of volunteer labour. The current status of each part of the project is as follows:
1. Pathway: The path has been excavated, edge boards installed, and a geotextile membrane has been laid. Nineteen volunteers then worked
one Saturday to move 80 tonnes of stone to create the path base (100 – 150mm deep). This base has been compacted and the path is now
usable, however, more stone is still required to generate the final level of the path. A whin dust topping will then be added and compacted to
create the final path surface.
2. Woodland Planting: Existing trees have been pruned to improve their shape, and thanks to the hard work of village resident, John
Buchanan, most of the 420 saplings (provided free-of-charge by the Woodland Trust) have now been planted. John also kindly donated the
stakes and tree protection tubes thus allowing a significant cost saving for the project. Over the next few years, these saplings will grow into
hazel, crab apple, downy birch, hawthorn, holly and goat willow trees. In the Spring, we will also plant a small grouping of orchard trees.
3. Wildflower Area: - An area of the land has been offered to the school for the planting of wildflowers.
4. Furniture and Signage: - A picnic table and two park benches (manufactured from recycled plastic) have been provided for walkers to take a
rest, or for residents to enjoy a picnic. When we have finalised a name for this park, we will install a sign with both the park name and a note
recognising the efforts of the community in creating the park.
The Windfarm grant for the project was for £10,266 and due to the donation of some materials and discounts on many others, significant savings
have been made, resulting in an expenditure so far of £4,207 including VAT (which can be reclaimed by the Trust).
In addition to the satisfaction of creating this recreation area for the benefit of all residents in the village, it’s been great to hear the positive
support for our efforts from the dog walkers, runners, and neighbours who are now using the path; and great to be part of the wonderful
Gargunnock Community Spirit as demonstrated by the amazing turn-out of volunteers. I overheard two volunteers who had not seen each other
for many years, enjoying getting together again, reminiscing and discussing family events (when they should have been shovelling stone!).
Support from other members of the Community who provided tea, coffee, biscuits and cake for the workers was most gratefully received.
Work will continue in the Spring when the weather has improved, so if you want to get involved, let me know and nearer the time I will send you
details of our planned work parties.
Jeremy Wilkinson (07887-649666 or jeremywilkinson@live.com), Gargunnock Paths Group, Gargunnock Community Trust

Volunteers preparing
to move 80 tonnes of
stone onto the path

View showing the
new path, furniture
and trees

Church Flowers
Yet again I am late with my thanks to everyone who put flowers
in the church each Sunday and also to those who helped to
decorate the church at Christmas. The flowers are so gratefully
received after the service for consolation or celebration.
My sincere thanks to one and all.
Wilma Stewart

Volunteer Befrienders needed
Could you spare a couple of hours a week to help reduce social
isolation?
We are looking for volunteer befrienders to support people with
early-moderate stage dementia to live well.
We match befrienders with people who have similar interests.
Befrienders will encourage their befriendee to pursue loved
hobbies or simply provide companionship. Activities might
include: visiting a garden centre, having a walk, watching a
football match or even just
having a coffee and chat in
the person’s home for
two hours per week
(PVG registration,
full training, ongoing
support and
expenses paid).

If you are interested, please contact the Befriending Coordinator at Town Break on (01786) 476797.

Gargunnock Walking Group
The Gargunnock Walking Group has continued to meet with walks through
December and January. We are now looking at walks in February, March and April.
We will meet on the following dates:
14th and 28th February,
14th and 28th March,
11th and 25th April.
Walks will be decided nearer to the days when we know what the weather is going
to be like. So far we have only cancelled a couple of walks because of poor
weather!
Possible walks are:
Forgandenny and Castle Law
The Whangie
Tillicoultry to Dollar (14th arch)
Cashel Farm Forest
Glen Lednock Bluebell Walk (June)
Glen Tarken (near St Fillans)
I recently had a complaint from a working person that the Walking Group was
prejudiced against working people because we meet during the week. If I get some
expression of interest, we can organise some walks on Sundays as well to cater for
the non-retired amongst us.
If you are interested in participating in the walks, call me on 01786 860608 or drop
me an email to edmond.mansion@btinternet.com and I will put you on the
circulation list for meets and send a copy of the Guidance Notes.
Edmond Mansion

Flower Show Quiz
The annual flower show quiz is being held on Friday 15th March in
the Community Centre. Quiz master Willie Campbell will kick off
proceedings at 7.30pm.
Teams of 4 at £3.00 per person. B.Y.O.B. winner prizes, and raffle
prizes.
As this is the only fund-raising event the Flower Show holds, we
really need local support at this event to keep the tradition of the
annual village Flower Show running, so come along and have
some fun!

Bite and Blether
Bite and Blether Returns from February
Bite and Blether is held on the first Wednesday of the month and
the next one will be on Wednesday 6th February. Everyone is
welcome to come along to the Community Centre between 11am
and 2pm for coffee, home-made soup and mouth-watering home
baking!
This would not be possible without the baking talents and soup
making abilities of the following people - Jessie Wyllie, Elizabeth
Mansion, Morna and Freya Tinto, Bernadette Corbett, Liz Gordon,
Wilma Stewart, Alison Kay, Rowena Barnett, Morag Park, Dorothy
Burnam, Gill Bell, Rosina Cant and Moira Coupethwaite - to whom
we are incredibly indebted and without whose support it would be
impossible to continue.
Anyone wishing to showcase their talents please get in touch with
Jill (860269) or Barbara (860737) WE NEED YOU!!

Save the Dates!
Upcoming Events at the
Community Centre
Bite & Blether
Wednesday 6th Feb, 11am-2pm
(and every first Wednesday of the month)
MSP Surgery
Tuesday 12th Feb, 10.30 - 11.15am
Flower Show Quiz
Friday 15th March, 7.30pm 'til late
Drawing Horses Classes
Saturday 16th March, 9.30am - 4pm
(Also 8th June and 13th July)
St Patrick's Day Cafe
Sunday 17th March, 11.30am - 2pm
Stirling Council Councillor Surgery
Monday 13th May, 7-7.30pm
Community Council Meeting
Monday 13th May, 7.30 - 9.30pm
Gargunnock Gala
Saturday 15th June, times tba
Gargunnock Flower Show
Saturday 24th August, 2-5pm
Diary of events and how to book the Community
Centre can be found at www.gargunnock.org

Aged 16-18?
Use your Young Scot card
to get 1/3 off bus travel in
Stirlingshire.
https://young.scot/theyoung-scot-card/

Police Report
Residential Crime/Advice Balfron Police are encouraging Forth and Endrick residents to be vigilant following domestic housebreakings in surrounding villages during the
winter months. Properties in Strathblane, Croftamie and Killearn have been broken into and property stolen. These housebreakings occurred
whilst the properties were empty during the morning or early afternoon period.
It is important that residents take every precaution to avoid becoming a victim. Use timer switches to turn lights on when you're not at home.
Consider leaving a radio switched on too. Anything which makes your home look occupied, such as leaving a car in the driveway may be enough
to prevent a thief from approaching your home. To those of you who are at home during the day, keep an eye out for your neighbours' homes. If
you see anything you consider suspicious, contact the police via 101 or 999.
Balfron Police have been specifically targeting foot and mobile patrols at residential areas of the Forth and Endrick villages during the daytime.
With your assistance we can prevent further crimes and continue to identify and arrest those responsible.
Doorstep Crime/Advice A bogus caller may be an unwanted and uninvited guest to your address who may attempt to trick you into allowing them access to your property
by intimating they are there to carry out work with the intention of stealing from you. Or maybe some type of rogue trader that states that you
require work on your roof or gutter when in fact your property is completely fine and requires no work.
Before you answer the door - ‘STOP’, think if you are expecting anyone, if you do not know the person and feel uncomfortable, do not answer the
door and lock it. If they persist and refuse to leave, phone the Police.
If you have a ‘CHAIN’ and you feel comfortable to open the door, place on your chain or door bar. These act as a barrier to unexpected callers.
You must ask for ‘IDENTIFICATION’. If you are still uncertain, phone the company and confirm the caller’s identity. Genuine callers from genuine
companies will always have or issue identification.
Never agree to have work done on a snap decision and do not feel pressurised and take advice from friends or relatives. Only pay in full when the
work has been completed completely to your satisfaction, never pay the full amount in advance.
Trading Standards supply ‘No Cold Callers’ stickers for your front and back doors. These are a great deterrent and go a long way in putting off
uninvited callers to your address. Local Police will attempt to obtain a quantity a these stickers and distribute where possible.
Road SafetyAdvice Local officers have continued to carry out high visibility patrols in the area and as always there has been regular hi-visibility patrols on the A811.
The Central Scotland Safety Camera Partnership has continued to operate on the A811 to contribute towards improving road safety as they are in
attendance on this stretch of roadway on a very regular basis.
With the prospect of frosty weather approaching, please check and maintain your vehicle for road worthiness. The winter weather causes roads
and driving conditions to be hazardous. This includes ensuring that vehicle windscreens are defrosted and you have a full view of the road ahead
prior to driving off. On that note, please do not defrost the windscreen by leaving your engine running unattended on the road or driveway as there
have in fact been vehicles stolen from driveways and roadways when cars have been getting ‘warmed up’.
It is important to you to have community officers who you know, are accessible and who address local problems.
PC Steven Graham and PC Gary Martin are based at Balfron Police Office and can be contacted at 101 or at
ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk. It is recommended that this email address is used by the local community for email contact. It is our
intention in the coming year to attend at the Community Centre, Gargunnock in order that residents can come along and chat informally to us.
The dates and times for these surgeries will be published as soon as they have been established.
Please remember that we regularly publish useful information and updates on social media, including appeals for information, updates about road
closures and crime prevention advice. Our Facebook and Twitter pages can be found at:
www.facebook.com/forthvalleypolicedivision
www.facebook.com/policescotland
www.twitter.com/stirlingpol
www.twitter.com/policescotland

MERRY CHRISTMAS GARGUNNOCK
The following residents and friends of Gargunnock have raised the
magnificent sum of £1090.00 for HOME START STIRLING
We’d all like to wish EVERYONE in the village a very Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New Year!
Best Wishes from:
Corinne, Jonathan, Emily & Julia Anderson; Gill Bell; The Blackwood Family; Henk, Sue, Romy & Luca Berits;
Martin & Hugh Bonner; Kate Bovill; Gilly, Gav, Amy & Chloe Bruce; Pauline, Aaron & Isla Buchanan; Gay & Harry
Burt; Chris, Jackie & Heather Campbell; John, Diane & Julie Christie; Bernie & Brian Corbett; Douglas & Moira
Coupethwaite; Bryan, Shona, Ella, Daniel & Louise Crawford; Marshall, Jo, Andrew & Eva Dallas; Eric & Alice
Dempster Carolyn, David, Bruce, Murray & Jason Dickson; Graham, Helen, Rachel & Cameron Dingley; Pauline
Dingley; Norman, Iona, Susan & Peter Donaldson; Max & Barbara Drummond; Mike, Sue, Jamie, Andrew &
Gregor Fitches; Peter, Claire, Grace & Madeleine Gill; Stuart, Helen, Fraser & Fergus Hansom; The Hay Family;
Iain, Jaine, Carra & Evie Marriot Gulland; Rowena Boome & Tony Heath; Ewan, Jane, Lauren & Sam Hunter;
David, Helen, Gail, Tom, Ally & James Hyland; Philip, Ruth & Naomi Irvine; Martin, Fiona, Katie, David & Euan
Johnstone; David & Isobel King; Karen, Duncan, Stewart & Megan Leask; Cindy & Peter Lee; Ian, Sandra,
Katherine & Hamish Lewis; Martin & Babs Linklater; Jan & Johnny Loudon; Robin, Alison & Finlay Lunn; Gordon,
Hilary, Duncan & Scott MacArthur; Lindsay, Gregor, Struan & Bryce MacCallum; The Malone Family; Edmond &
Elizabeth Mansion; Tina Peek & Charlie McAllister; Cath, Paul, Cara & Kieran McGlynn; Eric, Suzanne & Erin
McKeich; Carol, Lovat, Amelie & Nina MacGregor; John & Helen McLaren; The Milne Family; Hugh, Jean &
David O’Connor; Stuart, Sheena, Rosie & Hannah Ogg; All at Old Leckie; Boyd, Sally, Sarah & Fraser Park; Jon,
Morag, Matthew & Angus Park; Carmel, Robin, Joseph & Kia Patel; Jill Patrick; Derek, Vanessa, Kate, Anna &
Ben Paynton; Kate & Geoff Peart; Pete & Helen Rowell; Andrew, Lois, Tom & Finn Simpson; Claire, Doug &
Bryony Smith; Matt, Jackie & family Stevenson; Wilma Stewart; Sarah, Ally, Euan & Ava Thomson; Colin, Morna,
Freya & Andrew Tinto; Catriona Vass, Kirsty & Eilidh Vass Payne; Sandra Anderson & Colin Wales; Mark,
Lorraine & Steven Welsh; Liz & Jeremy Wilkinson; Ian, Gordon & Catriona Young; The Youngs at Glenfoyle

Open 7 Days
01786 860703

email address
aweir.gvs@gmail.com

Monday-Saturday 7.45am-7pm
Sunday 8am-5pm

Check out our new
Add a little bit of body text
gin, beer and wine
selection!
Skinners Steak Pies
Leckie Produce - Eggs and Sausages
Try out our new cold meat selection

Thank you for your
constant support
Alistair amd Violet

