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WIND FARM COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND UPDATE
th

Rev Dr Ian Fraser has left the village. His birthday on 15
December took him into the beginning of his 100th year and he
was looking forward to celebrating his "big" birthday here but a
bout of ill-health over Christmas finally persuaded him that
moving into sheltered accommodation in Alva, much nearer to
his family, would be sensible.
Ian and his wife Margaret moved here to Ferndale, Main St.,
around the time of his retirement from the ministry about 35
years ago thus becoming our “neighbours” 100 metres away at
the top of the old Main St feus.
I say retirement but he
seemed to be anything but retired as he spent a good few
additional years travelling around the worlds’ hot spots making
contact with basic Christian Communities and at times facing
real danger in the process. I recall one of the many stories he
told me in the back garden about one of these journeys. He
was sent to El Salvador in the ‘80s, at that time one of the
“killing fields” of the world. He located and had a meeting with
the person he went to see then returned to collect his rucksack
with all his ID papers, passport
etc only to find the place
locked up for the night and deserted.
What to do? Night was falling; Guest Houses or Hotels would
not accept him without ID and would in any case probably
report him to the police. Not a good idea. If he decided to
sleep rough and was found by one of the roaming death squads
that would be the end of him.
Without much hope and a
sinking feeling he searched his pockets and found two items; a
piece of paper with a name and telephone number on it and
just enough local currency to make a call. That proved to be
his salvation on this occasion and he survived to tell the tale!
Sadly Ian’s wife died after only a few years here but he is a
very self-sufficient man who up to relatively recently was still
digging over his comprehensive vegetable plot and generally
being self-reliant. During his retirement he has also been a
prolific writer of books and pamphlets.
We’ll miss our morning check to
confirm his curtains are open or that
his bright circular LED reading lamp is
shining like a beacon from his lounge
window.
We wish him well in his new
accommodation and look forward to
seeing that special telegram he’ll
receive from her Majesty in 11
months time.
John & Helen McLaren

‘Young at Heart’ (Drop-in class)
is a dance exercise class designed
for Active Older Adults

Tuesdays: Gargunnock CC 11.30am - 12.15pm
Thursdays: Doune Rural Hall 10:00am - 10:45am
Janice on 01786 860251 or 07565 182259
Personal Training available within your own home
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For further information please call

Email - bugle@gargunnock.com
Phone no - 01786 860761

The long-running saga regarding Earlsburn Community Benefit is nearing its
end. The Village Trust has been informed that the final arrangements for grant
disbursement have now been put in place by the operator Falck Renewables
with Foundation Scotland. Consequently, the Village Trust has been considering
what arrangements it needs to put in place in order to properly manage the
Windfarm Fund in the interests of the whole community. The key points to note
are:
•

while the final sum which Gargunnock will receive has not yet been
confirmed it is anticipated that it will be of the order of £20,000 per annum
for 25 years

•

it is understood that Falck have agreed that the Village Trust can manage
the funds on behalf of the community rather than have to make grant
applications to another external body

•

the Windfarm Fund would have to be separate from other funds managed by
the Village Trust and an Annual Report prepared on its management and use

•

the Fund would need to be overseen by a Management Group of around 6-7
members drawn from the: Community Council, Village Trust and other
village organisations and with an independent chairperson from outwith the
village

•

following the confirmation of these arrangements by Falck/Foundation
Scotland the Village Trust intends to hold a village meeting to consider the
uses to which the Fund should be put

Initial thoughts are that the Fund could have 3 elements
•

Small Projects Fund – to support Village Organisations with particular needs.

•

Strategic Projects – Footpaths, environmental improvements and the like

•

Maintenance and improvement of the Community Centre as a key village
asset

This is very good news for the village and will enable significant support to be
given to projects and activities which contribute to the improvement of
residents’ quality of life.
GLEBE GROUND
At various times over the last few years you may have heard discussions about
the Glebe Ground, what it should be used for, and the possibility of ownership
being transferred to the Village Trust.
In 1988 the Church of Scotland sold 2.072 hectares of land to Ogilvie builders
who subsequently built the housing development we now know as The Glebe.
There was an area of 0.66 hectares which they did not build on and offered to
the Village.
The land thus passed into the ownership of the Gargunnock Village and District
Interests Association (GVDIA) being, at that time, the only local charitable body
with the legal status to take possession.
In 2014 the GVDIA resolved to “wind up” their organisation. The Community
Trust entered discussions with them with a view to transferring the ownership.
So, here we are today and are very pleased to tell you that the legal formalities
are at last complete and the Village Trust can begin to establish how our
Community wants to make use of the site.
We think the first step is to ask Villagers for their views and so we’ve enclosed 2
copies of a short questionnaire.
Now, this bit is important. Please have a think about what would be the best
use of the site. Complete the form and return it to the box in the Shop.
We’ll consider all feedback you give and get back to you about the next steps.

The Rev’s Rant
….about a carpenter, too few
joiners and lots of waiters !
Recent research, and evidence in our own lives, shows
that fewer people sign up to membership of
organisations, societies and clubs than ever before. It’s
felt by political parties, golf clubs, the W(R)I, the church
and many a committees.
Nowadays, folk want to sign up to Twitter, Facebook and the gym, where
we can do our own thing, express ourselves and spend some ‘me-time’.
So agricultural shows can’t find committee members, because folk ‘don’t
want the responsibility’,
Community Councils struggle to get
representation, and churches like ours see membership drop off as folk
decline to commit. We protest that ‘we just haven’t got the time’, but
seem to find it for “Strictly” or watching football.
‘Our family comes
first’, we say, which is great – but what are we creating for our family in
the community.
A litany of: “ too busy / not my thing / it’s my family /
I tried it once before / I’m too old / I like to be free to go away”,
becomes a tired list of excuses for not engaging, while our good
neighbours struggle on for another year to keep things going.
We want to belong, (and that’s shown by the great sense of friendship
displayed at midnight on Hogmanay in Gargunnock Square) – but too
many folk are content to let somebody else be on the committee,
organise it, and clear up afterwards ; and they’ll just turn up (if it’s not
raining).
A long time ago, I decided to follow the Galilean Carpenter, who turned
fishermen into joiners! They were the folk who joined Jesus of Nazareth
on a mission to change the world for the better. They made sacrifices,
sometimes leaving family for a time, to build a community. Thank God
for folk like that! You may not want to join my particular group, but I’ll
be really happy if you do. However you should commit to those things
you want to see thrive. It was a wise person who said; “What we water
with our attention, grows.”
‘Belonging’ means really getting involved, promising the time and
energy, taking responsibility, shouldering the criticism, committing to the
committee.
Become a joiner…. instead of just waiting for something to happen.
God Bless, Rev Andy

SO CEMETERY IS TO REMAIN "DRY"
You will remember that it was mentioned in the last Bugle that the
Community Council had been in contact with Stirling Council regarding
the possibility of the water supply in the cemetery being reinstated.
Well, the following reply has been received " I'm afraid the introduction of any water collection unit would require
regular cleaning and testing. The resource to undertake this is
unavailable to the service and as such the proposal cannot be
authorised. I would advise that elderly/disabled visitors bring water
with them. The transport of small containers would be much safer than
trying to access water from the burn. "
So there you have it - nae money. Austerity strikes everywhere.
RECYCLE UNWANTED PLANT POTS
If you are having a spring clear out and have lots of unwanted
undamaged plant pots, don't put them in the bin. I am always on the
look out for more, so please bring them along to Gargunnock House
Gardens. You can leave them just inside the entrance gate posts, on
the left behind the wall.
Many thanks - Wendy, Head Gardener
KIPPEN SURGERY
Our loft conversion is due to start in March. This will probably cause
some disruption and noise, so our apologies in advance.
Repeat prescriptions can now be ordered online. You need to come to
reception just once to set up a password.
GARGUNNOCK SENIOR CITIZENS - Christmas Carols & Songs
Quiz
Thank you to everyone who took part and bought a quiz sheet. There
are a lot of clever people in the village. Out of the many returned
answer sheets there were several nearly all correct and six completely
correct! The winner - a lady from Callander, was picked out from the
hat at the Christmas Bite n Blether but the five other brainboxes
all locals, were:- Moira, Maitland, Jill H., Chloe and Amelie.
Congratulations to all of them. Well done.

PLAYGROUP & TODDLERS
It has been a busy and fun-packed time for the Playgroup children over
the last few months. Our Woodland Play Sessions have become a firm
favourite for both the children and adults involved. Playgroup re-locates
to the designated site in the grounds of Gargunnock Estate for the first
week of the month (Mondays and Thursdays 0915-1130). There is an
infectious excitement in the air as the children meet in the car park at
the gate house and get ready to walk to their play site with Jane, Louisa
and the parent helper. We have been pretty lucky with the weather so
far but the children come kitted out for all eventualities and ready to
have fun. Favourite activities include the boundary walk around the
play site, fishing and guddling in the burn, climbing up and sliding down
the steep hill (i.e. getting very muddy), making mud cakes and
collecting leaves, sticks, acorns and finding a variety of little creatures!
Jane has also been introducing them to building a safe camp fire and of
course toasting marshmallows. We were lucky enough to be joined by
Rev Andy for a session and he was put to good work in assisting the
children chop their wood for the fire. He was soon roped into helping us
with our festive woodwork projects too so a big thank you for this Rev
Andy! The children (and the adults) had great fun making wooden tree
decorations and a large herd of reindeer, some of which you may have
seen around the village. The children also enjoyed a visit from Santa
at the Community Centre who happened to hear them singing jingle
bells as he flew past – thanks for stopping in Santa! More recently the
children have also opened up their own doctor’s surgery at the
community centre, equipped with its very own ambulance and an
abundance of bandages and plasters which Jane and Louisa have
become very familiar with. You know where to come now with any
minor injuries!
Reflecting on all these fantastic opportunities playgroup is providing for
our children, I would like to acknowledge and thank our playleaders,
Jane and Louisa and our committee for their passion and dedication to
making our playgroup so special and invaluable to our community. We
were recently visited by the Care Inspectorate and received a well
deserved glowing report - well done everyone!
Toddlers continues to run on a Wednesday morning throughout the year
from 10-1130 at the Community Centre. Numbers are very healthy at
the moment and we have some more babies expected to join us soon!
We have had some great fundraising events recently including the
Casino Night in November, which raised over £650.
Thank you to
Ashley Fleming for organising this fantastic night and to everyone who
came along! Our Burns Ceilidh was also a huge success raising £800 for
Playgroup and Toddlers. Thank you to Kimberley Hay for organising the
night, thanks to the very talented musicians and thanks also to Kate
Bovill for calling the dances and keeping us right!
Thank you to
everyone who came along and made it such a special night. Thank you
to Kathleen and William Sinclair for kindly donating the proceeds of their
Christmas light display to Playgroup and Toddlers. Our next pub quiz
will be on Friday 17th March, 8pm at the Gargunnock Inn so get your
quiz brains ready! There are also plans afoot for a sponsored toddle
and fun run later in the year so get training!
If you want to get in touch at any time contact details are: Claire Hart
(Ethan and Zoe’s Mum) 21 Drummond Place, Gargunnock,
clairehart01@gmail.com or call 07769967367.
I am the owner of an Audi Cabriolet. I frequently close my hood as I
traverse up Main Street past the door of the author of an article
published in the last Bugle by a Mr. Hamish Whiteford in which he
alleges a cabriolet driver was driving "at at least thirty" whilst closing
his hood up Main Street. For the avoidance of doubt this was not me,
though many people asked me if it was hence this clarification. The
owners handbook for my car clearly states the maximum speed a roof
can be closed at is 24.8 miles per hour...For complete accuracy I do
not speed in the village and equally I do not have the extra-sensory
powers to tell speeds without the use of a speed camera.
Ewan Hunter, Woodside, Gargunnock
THE VILLAGE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
For a good number of years, my husband, Ed Payne, put up the
Christmas lights with me and our daughters to help. Ed died in the
summer, but he and I both liked that we did the lights so thanks to
Fiona Mitchell, Jaine Marriott and Iain Gulland for helping me get them
done one more time. The tree came via Stevie and Bridgend kindly
supplied the power. Ed’s not with us now, and our girls are grown, so
I’m handing the job on, but we all loved the sparkle Ed gave us.
Catriona Vass
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GARGUNNOCK ESTATE GARDENS
Young, active retired? Why not volunteer at Gargunnock Estate Gardens.
Help needed for a whole range of activities including bramble pulling,
Ponticum bashing, ground clearing and seedling clearance. If you are
sitting at home thinking that you need to go to the gym to get exercise
why not try the Green Gym at Gargunnock house? You will be guaranteed
an excellent work out and you will contribute to the upkeep of the Garden.
Why Volunteer
For a real Anaerobic workout there is nothing better than being in the
open-air bending, stretching, pulling and lifting. So rather than putting
that energy into a machine in a gym just come along and contribute your
energy to the estate.
Also, the estate was left by Viola Stirling to the Gargunnock Estate Trust
and one of its main objectives is to benefit the Village. We should
remember that the Estate Trust gave the Community Centre £90,000
which was the key to us unlocking the funds to renovate and improve the
Centre (Now owned by Gargunnock Community Trust). As well as the help
in the past the estate gardens also give the Community Centre 20% of the
entry fee under the Scotland’s Gardens Scheme.
The estate is open to the village with many people taking advantage of
the beautiful setting for regular walks, with or without dogs, so why not
volunteer and enjoy helping keep the estate as an excellent resource for
the village.
What to do Next
If you would like to volunteer please contact Wendy Pizey on 07758
756413 or email mail@wendypizey.plus.com or Douglas Johnston on
860 384 or email djohnston@thehaven.eu
Remember for just two or three hours a week you can make a real
difference.

MSP SURGERY
10th February 2017
Albert Halls, Stirling 10am - 11am
Kippen Village Hall 1pm - 2pm
10th March 2017
Callander Kirk Hall, 11am - 12pm
24th March 2017
Killearn Village Hall, 11am - 12pm
21st April 2017
Albert Halls, Stirling 10am - 11am
Kippen Village Hall 1pm - 2pm
19th May 2017
Callander Kirk Hall, 11am-12pm

Carol, thank you for your continued support of The Bugle.
45 adverts with us is pretty amazing,
this has helped us to provide The Bugle for free to the village.
We wish you all the best for your future endeavours.

GA RG U N N O C K V I L LAG E S TO R E

OPEN 7 DAYS
01786 860703

Monday - Saturday 7:30am - 7pm
Sunday 7:30am - 5pm

We would like to thank everyone in the village for their warm welcome and support
and to the staff for their patience in our new venture, Violet and Alistair Weir
New owners Violet and
Alistair Weir thanked
Andrew Dallas for being
their first customer.
Alistair said " Although
the official date of
transfer was the 9th of
January , the transfer of
stock was done on
Sunday then the till was
shut down and then
reopened with us
owning the stock. That
was when Andrew came
in for his dad's news
paper making him our
first customer.

CAROL’S WINE
CELLAR RESTOCKED

MORTONS ROLLS ARE BACK ON THE MENU
The reason that Mortons Rolls have been
reintroduced is not because you get a selection
of soft, crispy and well-fired rolls delivered
fresh 7 days a week but because they are
Alistair’s favourite!!!
See our collection of fine wines from around
the world with a few additions picked by Violet.

The Community Council is the link between the community and public agencies such as Stirling Council, we meet every two months (dates are on
the noticeboard) to discuss the things that matter most to our village. It’s important that a range of people are represented so that different
opinions and ideas are heard, please come along, all will be made welcome. For more information please contact Maitland Clark on 07763098247
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POLICE REPORT
The current ward priorities for the Forth and Endrick area are
Antisocial Behaviour, Road Safety, Theft and Community Engagement
and Reassurance. The following is a summary of local policing activity
since the last edition of The Bugle.
Antisocial Behaviour
There have been no reports of anti-social behaviour since the last
edition however should anyone wish to report anything please
contact Police by phone or e-mail. This can be anonymously if
required.
Road Safety
On 30th November 2016 a male was arrested for drink driving in
Stevenston St, Gargunnock.
Concerns have been raised about the speed of vehicles in various
streets in the village. Police will monitor this and take enforcement
actions where possible.
The Central Scotland Safety Camera Partnership has continued to
operate on the A811 to contribute towards improving road safety.
Theft
There have been no reports of theft in the Gargunnock area over the
reporting period. However, local people are reminded to report any
suspicious activity to Police Scotland or CrimeStoppers.
Community Engagement and Reassurance
PC Raymond Murphy and PC Steven Graham are the ward officers for
the Forth and Endrick area, which incorporates Gargunnock and
surrounding areas. Both are based at Balfron Police Office, and can
be contacted at the office, on 101 or at
ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk.
We regularly publish information and appeals online. Our local Twitter
feed can be found at @StirlingPol , and our local Facebook page can
be found at ‘Forth Valley Police Division’.
As well as regular high-visibility patrols in the area by local officers,
PC Murphy and PC Graham regularly visit Gargunnock on routine
patrol, carry out road safety duties including speed enforcement,
assisting with local community issues and attend Gargunnock
Community Council meetings.
Air Weapons
From 31 December 2016, it is now an offence to use, possess,
purchase or acquire an air weapon in Scotland, without holding an air
weapon certificate.
The deadline for air weapon applications being processed before the
new laws were introduced on 31 December 2016, was 31 October
2016. If you have applied on or before this date your application will
be progressed and you will receive a payment notification which you

should proceed with ASAP. The air weapons licencing team have
received a significant number of enquires and as a result will not be
able to provide a date of when individual certificates will be granted.
Should a person's application be refused they will be notified in
writing. Any applications received on or before this date will be
processed, and in line with legislation for the application process,
(Section 4 of the Air Weapons and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2015
(Commencement No. 3 and Transitional Provisions) Order 2016, all
applications for an air weapon certificate, which were received by
Police Scotland after 31 October 2016, will NOT be processed until
2017, which is after the new legislation takes effect. Should an
individual not have sent an application form in prior to 31st October
2016 it will not be subject to processing in 2017.
As a result, the individual MUST ensure that one of the following
measures are taken, while awaiting the new certificate and
authorisation being granted, or they will be committing an offence
from 31 December 2016:
1. Store your air weapon(s) with someone who has an Air Weapon
Certificate.
2. Store your air weapon(s) with someone who has a current Firearm
or Shotgun Certificate.
3. Store your air weapon(s) with a Registered Firearms Dealer.
Please be advised that Police Scotland do not have any facilities for
storing air weapons(s), which are intended for licensing and
certification. Please make one of these alternative arrangements at
your earliest opportunity Should you not wish to keep your air
weapon you can continue to hand it in to the police for surrender and
destruction.
Should there be any queries in respect of this matter, please contact
t h e A i r We a p o n s L i c e n s i n g Te a m o n 1 0 1 o r e - m a i l a t
AirWeaponandLicensingProject@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Scams
In recent months, members of the public have fallen victim of various
types of scams. These have varied and have consisted of telephone
calls, letters and pop-up messages on computer screens. Some of
them have purported to be from banks, law enforcement agencies or
government agencies, and have made requests for money to be paid
to avoid the recipient being arrested or fined. Many of these scams
have requested payment in the form of various vouchers or gift cards
that can be purchased in most shops.
Please be vigilant if you experience any kind of contact from
organisations asking for payment of this kind. No government or law
enforcement agency will ask for payment of fines or debts in the form
of such vouchers or gift cards. If you are in doubt, contact the
organisation using the telephone number found on official
documentation, in a phone book or via a directory enquiries service
for advice.

IAN – THE POLAR BEAR!
Our third guide dog puppy, Ian, will soon be leaving us to go to ‘Big
School’ in Forfar and it seems to get harder each time to say goodbye.
He is a very loving, stubborn, clever boy and we think he will make a
great guide dog one day. He is sponsored by Glasgow Vet School and
named by the students after a favourite lecturer. We spent a lovely
couple of hours there last summer, meeting him and lots of students,
who had raised £2500 to name a puppy.
We nickname him the ‘polar bear’ because of his very pale coat, and
when we first had him at 7 weeks, he was just like a polar bear cub!
He is particularly happy to be in water as well, which has led to some
most interesting adventures along the way! Not an activity
encouraged by Guide Dogs! However, he has shown us that he is
happy to go anywhere and do anything we ask of him, which is just
what is required. He is proud to have been to Buckingham Palace and
walk on the Queen’s carpets, down the Clyde on the Waverley, visit
the Street of Light in Edinburgh and see Cinderella at the King’s
theatre in Glasgow! (Just a tiny bit of his CV!)
Just recently, we have been delighted to receive news of Grady, our
last dog, who is now in a working partnership in the Edinburgh area.
He was specially chosen while in training, to be retrained to work on
the right, for a specific client without the use of his left arm. This
young man has contacted us and sent a photo of them both … this is
why the hard work and heartbreak is so worth it, to someone’s life
transformed. With Grady, he is able to travel to work and be
independent – we are so proud of our boy.

Number four is probably on the cards for this spring, we are well and
truly hooked! There are a number of weekend collections in the Thistle
Centre this year, so if you see some puppies outside Marks and
Spencer, please pop some pennies in the bucket. Thank you.
Marilyn and Steve Willett.
THANK YOU NOTES
Bill & Kathleen Sinclair would like to thank everyone who came up to
Millbrae to see this year's Christmas lights and made a wish in the
Wishing Well. The sum of £47.82 was collected and has been
donated to Gargunnock Playgroup.
Hope all your wishes come true and hopefully Monty, our Stag, will
be back to light up the garden this Christmas!
I know this 'thank you' should have been in the pre Christmas Bugle
but it was through my door before I realised it was overdue. Please
forgive the delay but the thanks are none the less sincere to all
those who give the flowers to the church each Sunday -they are
much appreciated by those who attend the church and probably
more so by everyone who receives them after the service.
Whether there has been a celebration or bereavement, flowers will
always brighten the day - so a very sincere thank you to one and
all.
Should anyone wish to contribute flowers one Sunday my
number is 860361- Wilma Stewart
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MERRY CHRISTMAS GARGUNNOCK
The following residents and friends of Gargunnock have raised
the magnificent sum of £1123.50 for ALZHEIMER SCOTLAND

We’d all like to wish EVERYONE in the village a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!
Best Wishes from:
Corinne, Jonathan, Emily & Julia Anderson;
Jill Bell; Henk, Sue, Romy & Luca Berits;
Sheena, Robert, Merran & Collum
Blackwood; Hughie & Martin Bonner; Kate,
Rowan, Hazel & Jasper Bovill; Janene, Kevin,
Hope & Niamh Brodie; Gillian, Gavin, Amy &
Chloe Bruce; Steven, Pauline, Jeanie, Aaron
& Isla Buchanan; Gay & Harry Burt; Chris,
Jackie & Heather Campbell; John, Diane &
Julie Christie; Maitland & Anne Clarke; Scott,
Julie, Andrew & Alexander Coubrough;
Douglas & Moira Coupethwaite; Bryan,
Shona, Ella, Daniel & Louise Crawford;
Marshall, Jo, Andrew & Eva Dallas; Anne
Dando; Eric & Alice Dempster; Carolyn,
David, Bruce, Murray & Jason Dickson;
Graham, Helen, Rachel & Cameron Dingley;
Pauline Dingley; Norman & Iona Donaldson;
Max & Barbara Drummond; Mike, Sue,
Jamie, Andrew & Gregor Fitches; Gavin,
Ashley, Peter & Nairn Fleming; Andy, Hilary,
Max & Archie Flett;

Peter, Claire, Grace & Madeleine Gill; Iain,
Jaine, Carra & Evie Gulland/Marriot; Rowena
Boume & Tony Heath; Craig, Louise, Kyle &
Innes Heron; Ewan, Jane, Lauren & Sam
Hunter; David, Helen, Gail, Thomas &
Alasdair Hyland; Philip, Ruth & Naomi Irvine;
Isobel Jenkins; Martin, Fiona, Katie, David &
Euan Johnstone; Karen, Duncan, Stewart &
Megan Leask; Cindy & Peter Lee; Ian,
Sandra, Katherine & Hamish Lewis; Martin &
Babs Linklater; Jan & Johnny Loudon;
Gordon, Hilary, Duncan & Scott MacArthur;
Lindsay, Gregor, Struan & Bryce MacCallum;
Ali, Sam & Holly MacLachlan; Edmund,
Elizabeth & Louise Mansion; Tina Peek &
Charlie McAllister; Paul, Cath, Cara & Kieran
McGlynn; Carol, Lovat, Amelie & Nina
McGregor; John & Helen McLaren; Alex,
Jane, Gemma, Ross & Gordon Milne; Anne &
Hamish Muirhead; Hugh, Jean & David
O’Connor; Stuart, Sheena, Rosie & Hannah
Ogg; Boyd, Sally, Sarah & Fraser Park;

Jon, Morag, Matthew & Angus Park; Derek,
Vanessa, Kate, Anna & Ben Paynton; Kate &
Geoff Peart; David, Christine, Camille &
Innes Penman; Hector, Trish, Darren &
Alistair Petrie; Mike, Wendy, Harvey & Molly
Pizey; Pete & Helen Rowell; Andrew, Lois,
Tom & Finn Simpson; Claire, Doug & Bryony
Smith; Matt, Jackie, Kirsty, Liza & Matthew
Stevenson; Wilma Stewart; Neil, Nicola,
Hamish & Eilidh Stewart; Ally, Sarah, Euan &
Ava Thomson; Colin, Morna, Freya & Andrew
Tinto; Catriona Vass, Kirsty & Eilidh VassPayne; Sandra Anderson &
Colin Wales;
Elizabeth, Iain, Chris,
Jemma, Laura & James
Whyte; David & Heather
Wiseman-Mcphee; Ian,
Margaret, Gordon &
C a t r i o n a Yo u n g ; T h e
Younger Clan

FLOWER SHOW QUIZ

Reporter Amelie MacGregor

Annual flower show quiz is on Friday 10th
March at 7.30pm in the Community
Centre.
Teams of four, £10 per table.
BYOB. Donations of Raffle prizes greatly
appreciated. Last year The "Rev Andys"
decorated team table was such a talking
point, why not theme your teams table
this year!
GARGUNNOCK SONGSTERS
Happy New Year to all our friends from The
Gargunnock Songsters! Thanks to
everyone who came along to our
Christmas Show. What a great evening, we
hope you all enjoyed yourselves and
thanks for your donations to the new
Maggie’s Centre at Larbert Hospital, we
raised £289.50.
And so to the new year. We are looking
forward to a great, music-filled, year
ahead and we hope to see you at our
performances, particularly our Spring
Show in May for which we are already
practising!
The Songsters meet on Wednesday
evenings at 7.30pm in Gargunnock
Primary School. New members are always
welcome. If you are interested in joining or
booking the Gargunnock Songsters and
would like further information please visit
our
website
at
gargunnocksongsters.org.uk or contact
Lorna Rodger on 07733227965.
GARGUNNOCK GALA
is on Saturday 17th June this year. Please
save the date! The Primary 6/7 class are
currently putting together ideas for Theme
which they will present to the whole school
- for them to pick the theme!
SAVE THE DATE
Please accept our apologies, as much as
we tried we could not find any space for
our regular Save the Date spot in this
Bugle.
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Volunteers needed to support local
families
A local charity is looking for volunteers to
provide support to families with young
children who are going through a stressful
time or a crisis.
Home-Start Stirling works throughout the area recruiting
and training home-visiting volunteers to provide weekly help
to families who have at least one child under five.
That help may be in the form of a listening ear, advice on
dealing with the children, or a bit of practical help.
Volunteers don’t need to have any specialist skills or
qualifications, just the experience of having been a parent
themselves.

THE

Home-Start
Stirling
AND
TIME
SPACE
PROJECT

BRINGS TOGETHER PEOPLE
IN STIRLING AND CLACKMANNANSHIRE
WHO HELP SOMEONE ELSE WITH
THEIR MENTAL HEALTH.

All new potential volunteers are asked to complete a course,
which fully prepares them for home visiting. And once they
have started visiting a family, Home-Start Stirling is always
there to give the volunteers any support they need.
Volunteering as a home visitor doesn’t need a huge time
commitment either – just a minimum of two to three hours
a week – although any other time they can give is always
greatly appreciated by both Home-Start and the families.
Home-Start Stirling has just received funding to expand the
service which will include the whole of the local authority
area including rural Stirlingshire.
Therefore, they are
particularly keen to attract potential volunteers from the
rural areas.
If you are interested in finding out more about the
volunteering opportunities or the work of Home-Start
Stirling, you can contact Rachel Keenan (Manager) on
01786
476
782
or
e-mail
rachel@homestartstirling.org.uk . There is also a HomeStart Stirling website at www.homestartstirling.org.uk which
gives more information on the service and the support they
provide to local families.
TRUMP THAT!!
How about this for a bit of village interest? I am writing to
say that on Sunday 6th November 3 intrepid runners from
Gargunnock village took part in the New York Marathon and
they were Ewan and Jane Hunter and my husband Calvin
Clarke.
Being that this marathon invites runners from
throughout the world to take part, it does seem that 3
people from our little village should be fortunate enough to
be selected is quite remarkable. Not only that, but we all
chose to stay in the same hotel in New York unbeknownst
to each other!
Even more remarkable was that the now inaugurated
President of the US chose to make said hotel, headquarters
for some of his hierarchy and when we left on election day
we were involved in high security and had to dodge in and
out of a huge cavalcade of broadcasting radio and television
vehicles. As I said Trump That!
PS I must say that all 3 completed the course and many
congratulations to them all and we all know what happened
to Mr Trump!
3F (Friends, Faith & Fun)
This monthly ladies’ group continues to enjoy good support
from Gargunnock, Blair Drummond and Doune, and new
friends are always welcome.
We meet on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm in the cosy Kilmadock
Church room on the main Balkerach Street in Doune (beside
the bus stop). Meetings for the rest of the session are as
follows :Tuesday 28 Feb : Jo Dallas from Gargunnock tells us about
her work in Zambia with Christian Aid.
Tuesday 28 Mar : Greg Stokes of Tayside Search & Rescue
will speak and demonstrate the work of this service.
Tuesday 25 April : Fran Thow of Stirling charity ‘The Food
Train’ will speak on their work locally.
All meetings £3 including tea/coffee.

TAKE SOME TIME JUST
TO BE YOURSELF
FOR A WHILE.
peermentor@actioninmind.org.uk
01786 451203
www.mentalhealth.org.uk/carersproject

Antiques Evening
with Gordon Foster
Blairdrummond Community Hall
On Friday 24 February
7pm for 7.30pm
Tickets £5
(Includes Cheese & Wine)
For tickets please contact:
Louise - 01786841352
Christine - 01786841191
Catherine - 01786860246

If you have an item that you
wish Gordon to tell you more
about its history and merits
please bring it along (at your
own risk) on the night.

RAISING FUNDS FOR TRIP
TO NAMIBIA
During the summer of 2017 I am
taking part in a 3 week expedition
to Namibia with the explorer
scouts, as part of the expedition I
am required to raise £850. I have
raised some money but I am still a
bit off my target. If you need any
odd jobs carried out I would be
happy to help for a small fee, for
example;
Grass cutting
Log stacking/chopping
Dog walks
Please contact me on
01786 860533 or 07887 396160
Regards, Cameron Dingley
Drummond Place
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Spotlight on Gargunnock After School Club (GASC)
Gargunnock After School Club offers fun, flexible childcare to children in the village
and surrounding areas five nights a week from 3:15pm till 6pm. GASC operates from
the ‘Drop-In Centre’ on Leckie Road. We collect children from Gargunnock Primary
School and we can often be found exploring the village before heading back to the club
for snacks and activities. We offer a wide range of activities from treasure hunts in the
village to crafting salt dough animals. We also offer occasional trips out – usually on
school ‘in-service’ days. Trips in the past have included Camera Obscura, Edinburgh
Castle and a chocolate making class, to name a few.
We have a highly skilled, professional team lead by the Play Manager Pauline Harley.
Pauline has over twelve years of childcare experience and is also a busy mum of three!
Pauline is currently studying an SVQ 4 in Playwork and aims to complete a Public
Development Award level 9 in Management when she finishes the SVQ. Our staff team
consists of Morna and Gillian who live in the village and are very creative, plus Danny,
Chloe and Ellis who are all studying teaching at Stirling University.
GASC have done some fantastic fundraising over the last year including a sponsored
walk to the flagpole at the top of the Gargunnock Hills. We had a great turnout and
the weather was very kind! We managed to raise a fantastic £222.00!
We also held a Gargunnock first – a Piggy race night! The night was a huge success
and we raised £1295.00!! A huge thank you also goes to Diageo who offered to match
fund the event.
With fundraising money we were able to update our premises with new furniture to go
along with the new paint and flooring: a huge thank you to the Community Council.
The children made a mood board to decide on colours and furniture. We also made a
trip to Ikea, so the kids could pick out some new furnishings.
Quote from Dawn Williamson (previous GASC Manager) –
“I can remember when the club started in August 2011, with just a few children and a
minimal amount of toys. Now in 2017 things are so different! Wonderful décor, flexible
furnishings, a fantastic area for the P5-7’s and tons of toys for the children to play
with. But the important things are the same – the values, the children’s choices and
lots of outdoor play. It’s great to see the club flourishing with good numbers of children
and a hard-working, encouraging, creative and dedicated staff team. Well done!”
Quotes from the children –
“I like all the crafts we do and seeing my friends there” – Louise Crawford
“I like how the P5-7 area has been done up. It has more privacy and it’s more grown
up” – Andrew Dallas
“Staff are friendly and accepting” – Andrew Dallas & Daniel Crawford
“I like everything at After School Club” – Chris James
“I like to play with the bricks and play outside” – Emma

FIG 2

FIG 3

‘I can’t believe how lucky we are to have GASC in our
village. So many of my friends have to be on a waiting list
for months or years for an after school club and there is little
flexibility in the days.
At GASC because you just book
monthly, there is so much flexibility –and even if my days
change at work, and I need to swap a session, or there is an
emergency and I need an extra session, Pauline is excellent
at accommodating this. We are so lucky to have such a
professional and friendly team running GASC, no wonder the
kids love it and complain if I pick them up early!’ A GASC
Parent
If you would like any more information on GASC or are
interested in booking your child into after school club please
contact:
Play Manager Pauline Harley at
gargunnockafterschoolclub@gmail.com

The Pigs Return
Saturday 29th April
at Gargunnock
Community Centre
‘A Cracklin' Good
Village Race Night’

It’s time our village website had an update.
We want gargunnock.com to continue providing
helpful information for visitors, tourists and
future residents as it does today.
We need to enlist some help with web design and
automating our booking process, so is there
anyone out there who has the skills and interest
and is prepared to get involved. Please get in
touch via bugle@gargunnock.com
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As everyone is aware, our local Store has been taken over by new proprietors. Earlier this month the Bugle caught up with them and
had a chat with them about their aims and aspirations.
Bugle: First of all, a sincere welcome to the Village. We all hope that your
involvement will be a happy and prosperous one for everyone.
The Weirs: Thank you very much indeed. Already we have been welcomed
in to the Village and everyone has been very nice and supportive.
B : So let’s do the introductions. We know you are Alistair and Violet Weir
from Bannockburn.
W: Yes, and please call us Alistair and Vi. Our personal situation is that we
have two grown-up boys. Chris, who is married to Ruth, and their
daughter Isabella, our first grandchild who, naturally, is the most beautiful
girl who ever was!!!! And son Steven, who is still at home with us.
B: So how do you feel about this new venture for you?
W: We are so happy to be here. Alistair’s background is in mining and,
following redundancy from that, set up his own business as a heating
engineer and Violet’s is in nursing, having nursed in Stirling Royal
Infirmary and in the community for over 30 years.
B: So, this venture is a totally different challenge for you.
W: Yes. We have been searching for a different lifestyle and have been
looking for a suitable business for about 3 years now. We have looked at
shops and other small businesses all over Scotland before finding this one.
So this decision has not been plucked out of the blue. We are delighted
that we feel we have now found the lifestyle we have been looking for.
When we checked out Christie’s website, we liked the look of the shop and
when we came to view it we immediately fell in love with it. When Violet
called in one day to purchase a few items and give the place the onceover
she was served by an old guy behind the counter but, in spite of that, she
wasn’t put off!! This shop met all our requirements and, as a bonus, was
reasonably close to our home.
B: So what are your intentions for running the shop?
W: Alistair is going to be here full time, and Vi (at the moment) will work
part time as and when available. She is still fully tied up with her duties as
a Bailie in Stirling Council.

B: So did you know a bit about Gargunnock village already?
W: Yes. Alistair actually stood as a Councillor for this area in 2012 and so
we have had experience in doing leaflet drops and door-knocking in the
village. He actually received 300 votes from the village but not sufficient to
have him elected. So we already knew that this is a lovely village and the
people very friendly. In the short time we have been here the people have
lived up to our expectations and it’s a pleasure to meet everyone.
B: Do you have any plans to alter the shop in any way?
W: No. The shop already has great character, so why change? The shop
has been well-run for many years and we want to maintain that level of
service. We want to serve the community, giving customers a variety of
choice in quality goods. We will listen to customers’ needs and suggestions
and try to carry them out and, to this end, Alistair is at the Cash and
Carry every second day. We have already introduced Morton’s rolls and
have changed our fruit and veg suppliers, with a view to having fresher
items at a lower price. We will be looking at all other suppliers and change
them if it is for the benefit of the shop. One of our immediate intentions is
to expand our stock of pet supplies. eg dog and cat treats, toys etc. So,
please let us know your requirements if we don’t have them at present.
B: So have people been supportive?
W: Oh yes. And long may that continue!! We feel lucky and privileged to
be the custodians of the store. We see this as an extension of our home
and fully intend to have many happy years here.
B: Ok. Finally, in a sentence, how would describe your overall feelings?
W: We feel this is the Right time, the Right place and the Right
opportunity.
We would also like to pass on our thanks to Carol for all her help during
the handover period.
B: Thank you for your time and all the very best for the future.

Andrew Anderson & Sons
Funeral Directors
Est.1969

“Stand Sure we will look after you & your family”

We are proud to offer a 24 hour caring and professional service
to the local community.

A wide range of memorial stones are available.
We can also clean and add further inscriptions to existing family memorials.

CALLANDER

Funeral Home, Glenartney Road,
Callander, FK17 8EB

Tel: 01877 330 398

BALFRON

64b Buchanan Street,
Balfron, Glasgow, G63 0TW

Tel: 01360 441 023

Email: info@anderson-funerals.co.uk t www.anderson-funerals.co.uk

Next edition of the Bugle will be mid April if you have any articles or Ads please email bugle@gargunnock.com by 5th April 2017.
We were
concerned
to hear that one of the items in the last Bugle caused offence.
advert3.indd
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