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Windfarm Fund Awards
At its meeting on the 16th October the Windfarm Fund Panel considered the first seven applications for finance submitted to the Fund.
The School Parent Council Association sought support for three applications. First, a major proposal for an Outdoor Learning Zone in the
Primary School grounds which would provide a multi-use outdoor classroom for learning, play, storage and shelter. The Panel gave an initial
commitment of £10,000 to the project subject to further work, including clarification of ownership, and released £1000 immediately to help
with design and other preparatory work. The second application was for £500 to establish a Book Club at the school which would have some
specialist material for pupils with reading difficulties and the third was for revenue support of £500 for the Breakfast Club. The second and
third applications were also recommended for approval.
The Community Trust also made two applications – one for a “Sinking Fund” to deal with maintenance issues at the Community Centre and
the other for the Glebe Land Geotechnical study to assess ground conditions. The Panel recommended £3000 per year for 3 years on the
first application and £1375 on the second.
Gargunnock After School Club were looking for revenue support of £1500 to keep their service going and the Playgroup also requested just
over £1000 in revenue support for their operations. The Panel considered that these were valuable services for the village but that they could
not give a commitment to necessarily fund them in future years.
All of the Panel recommendations were accepted by the Community Trust which is the accountable body for the Windfarm Fund Finance.
Just under 20% of the available funds for the 2017-18 financial year were committed at the meeting. The Panel would welcome eligible
applications from other sections of the community at their next meeting which is scheduled for January 15th 2018.

Applications to the next round of awards for the
Gargunnock Wind Farm Grant are now being sought.
Deadline - Monday 8th January 2018. This monetary
award is open to local small, medium or major projects.
Please email: gargunnockCC@gmail.com for
application forms and guidelines.
All information also available at:
www.gargunnock.org
Gargunnock Walking Group
The Gargunnock Walking
Group has continued to meet
on alternative Thursdays and
in the last few months has
enjoyed some very
successful walks.
We have attempted
to have a theme to walks
and at this time of year it
has been enjoying the autumn colours. A few weeks ago we not only
enjoyed the autumn colours in Glen Artney but we also saw and heard
stags calling for their mates. Other recent successful walks have been
Lady Mary’s Walk along the banks of the River Earn at Crieff and The
Birks of Aberfeldy. The colours were spectacular, good weather was
enjoyed, and refreshments taken at local hostelries.
During the coming winter days we may plan shorter more local walks
but still with refreshments to be had after the walk.
If you are interested in participating in the walks, call me on 01786
860608 or drop me an email to edmond.mansion@btinternet.com.
Dates for December walks will be 7th and 21st.
Dates for January walks will be 4th and 18th.
Edmond Mansion
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The Rev. suggests the old cry of “No room !”, has new meaning.
"Of course this’ll be your busy time, minister” she commented incisively, but actually, whatever you might expect about a minister’s work life Christmas is not my busy time! After all, who really wants to be seeing the minister over the Christmas period, once you’ve filled the fridge with
food, filled your cupboards with hidden presents, filled the tank to take you to all your family and friends, filled out the credit-card limit extension
application and filled the calendar with all the activities that we just must to go to throughout the holidays.
There’s no room for anything else. Everything’s full! – Too full.
….and the crazy thing is, we do it to ourselves. We convince ourselves that we’ve got to have the best time
ever this year – having said that last year too. We believe that we ‘need’ to meet everybody’s expectations
fully, (even when we know it isn’t possible).
But actually, it doesn’t have to be that way, and I sometimes wonder what we are doing to ourselves, our family and our friends, …and why.
Each time I raise the ante for me, I raise it for you too. If I buy bigger gifts, then don’t I also pressurise you to, as well…. and I’m not sure I’m doing
all this to please other folk but to show people just how generous I really am.
Hmmm! Does that work for you? No me neither.
Perhaps it’s time to step off the Christmas merry-go-round, with its too many lights and over-loud music that drowns out what God really says to us
from a Bethlehem family – “There is nothing that you can do to make me love you more – and nothing that you can do that will make me love you
less.”
I pray you have a really enjoyable build up and celebration of Christmas this year, but please, make some room for what’s really important, that
Jesus is born, and appreciate who and what you are, and who and what you can be - rather than what you can give or get.
God bless you and happy Christmas - Your (not too busy) minister
Andy ….and Fiona
Once again I would like to thank sincerely
Do Christmas properly:
Here are some opportunities for Gargunnock Parish Church.
everyone who supply the flowers in the
We meet every Sunday morning at 10.30am in Gargunnock Parish Church. (note*)
church week after week. After the service
Sun. 17th Dec. at 10.30am The Advent family service telling the Christmas story [GPC}
they bring so much pleasure to the
and on Christmas Eve:
people who receive them either with a
Sun. 24th Dec. at 9.30am *Christmas Eve united worship [Kincardine in Menteith Church]
smile or a tear but always with a big
Sun. 24th Dec. at 11.30pm The Watchnght service ( with carols from 11.00pm ) [GPC]
thank you. My thanks to you all.
and on Christmas Day:
Wilma Stewart
Mon. 25th Dec. at 10.00am Family Christmas Worship [GPC]
Blair Drummond Youth Club
The Youth Club meets every Tuesday between October and Easter, from 7 to 9pm in Blair Drummond Community Hall and is open to anyone,
aged P6 and over from local villages.
The Club is a great way for youngsters to catch up with friends in a relaxed environment, while taking part in group activities. Sometimes
visiting guests come along to teach new skills or there are trips and outings organised.
Youth Club membership is an annual fee of £10, which covers insurance etc., and a weekly charge of £1, which is for hall hire. There is a
reasonably priced tuck shop, selling juice, crisps and sweets which is always a hit with the members.
Numbers are low this year, so if anyone aged P6 or over would like to join us, please come along.
If you would like more information about the Youth Club, please contact Mary on: 07443455978 or Lorna on: 07851364227.
Mary Inglis Youth Leader

" Many Thanks to all those generous Gargunnock Folk who helped me
raise more than £550 towards an exercise bike for the residents of
Camphill BlairDrummond.
My effort was 12 weeks' training, five weeks' teetotal and just over an
hour taking part in the Edinburgh Men's 10k on the 4th November.
The run itself is amazing, starting at the Castle and taking in
Princes Street, The Royal Mile, The Parliament, The Grassmarket,
Lothian Road leading to the Western Approach Road, and finishing in
Murrayfield Stadium.
It is run on the first Sunday in November and although primarily aimed at
men I have noticed an increased presence of the fairer sex.
I have found it an excellent method of getting reasonably fit and losing
those inches that seem to creep on over the Summer before they pile on
over the Festive Season!!
I hope to do it again next year and the support you have given me makes
it all worthwhile." - David King
Beavers News
After nearly 4 years I am hanging up my woggle and handing on
leadership of Beavers to a new team. Annabel Gaywood will take over
after Christmas and I wish her and her Assistant Leaders (Louise, Alice
and Ellen) luck. They will be ably helped by our fantastic Young Leaders
Struan, Sarah and Fraser. It has been lots of fun running Beavers. We
have done loads of different activities, from visiting farms, exploring the
woods, learning different sports and making lots of things. It has been
great to work with such lovely kids and I'd like to thank everyone for all
the help and support they have given me especially Heather Crawford
who has been a fantastic ASL. Scouting can be such a great adventure
for children with opportunities to do so many things and its great that
Beavers will continue as it was very uncertain.
Beavers will now be meeting in Kippen on Tuesdays from 6-7pm.
If you have a son or daughter aged (6-8) who is up for fun and adventure
please get in touch with Annabel (annabel_gaywood@hotmail.com).

Kathleen & Bill Sinclair will be lightening up 19 Millbrae again this
year from 15th December. Our wishing well will be out in the front
garden to make your Xmas wish. All coins collected will be donated
to Gargunnock Playgroup & Toddlers.
Dear Neighbours, we are going to try some music this year,it will
not be loud and only play for a couple of minutes now and again
in the early evening. Thank you.

Kippen Surgery
The building works at Kippen surgery should be finished by early
December and we thank all for their patience and understanding.
Kippen surgery will be closed for the public holidays only over the
festive season.

Gargunnock House Gardens
Charity Fundraising
As usual Gargunnock House
Gardens have been open for
charity in 2017 under Scotland’s
Garden Scheme. Starting from
the Snowdrop Festival in
February, right through to the
end of September, visitors have
enjoyed exploring the formal
garden, walled garden and
woodland walks. In addition,
there was a very successful
open day in April with a tea
room and plant stall. The grand
total for the year came to
£3,453.50 of which Gargunnock
Community Trust will receive
£690.70 to put to good use
within the village. Many thanks
to all who have supported the
Gardens throughout the year.
Wendy Pizey
Head Gardener.

Gargunnock Rainbows is seeking
replacement Leaders to continue
running this popular girl guiding
group within the village. The
current Leaders Shona and Carol
are leaving in Summer 2018 and
are able to support a
comprehensive hand over period
before then. If you are interested in
applying or finding out more then
please contact asap:
Shona Crawford shonacrawford3008@gmail.com
/ 07766 943125
Carol MacGregor –
carolmac2709@gmail.com /
07788 628869
Reluctantly, if replacement leaders
cannot be found then the unit will
close down.
Gargunnock Playgroup and Toddlers
Are you new to the village or are expecting a baby? If so, Gargunnock Playgroup and Toddlers provide a warm welcome for all ages.
Gargunnock Playgroup runs every Monday and Thursday from 9-11.30am in the Community Centre. We are an independent playgroup,
taking children from 2½ yrs to pre-school and are registered with the Care Inspectorate. The first week of each month playgroup heads
outdoors for Woodland Play sessions held in the grounds of Gargunnock House. The children bring home a wealth of adventures and
sometimes wellies full of mud! Gargunnock Toddlers provides lots of toys, snack time and a friendly atmosphere for pre-birth mums, babies, toddlers
and their older siblings every Wednesday (10-11.30am) in the Community Centre.
Events: Thank you to all of you who have come along and supported our events over the year – we really appreciate it. Special thanks too to Claire,
Ashley & Nic for organizing the Casino Night; a great success! And Ali for the spooktacular Halloween party; the kids had a ball!
We have some more great events in the pipeline in the New Year so please pop these dates in your diary.
*January 27th 2018 – Family Ceilidh in the Community Centre *February 2018 – Pub Quiz in the Gargunnock Inn
*March 4th 2018 – Nibble & Natter in the Community Centre *Coming up later in 2018 Pub Quiz, Barrel Race, Sponsored Toddle and more!
In other news we would like to wish the Rivers family all the best for their move. They have played a huge part in our fundraising efforts over the
years and it is with sadness we see Steve step down from his role as joint secretary. Our loss is Drymen’s gain and we hope they will still be regulars
on the Gargunnock social scene.
With the festive season fast upon us we wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and all the best for 2018.
If you would like to get in touch for enrolment in playgroup or with any queries please contact Kimberley Hay (Emma and Alexander's Mum):
kimberley.sinclair@yahoo.co.uk, 23 The Glebe, 07823557923. Information can also be found on our website www.gargunnockplaygroup.com

Over 50’s WALKING FOOTBALL in STIRLING
“You’ve done what?” She said
“I know, I know” I said
“What were you thinking, man?” She said
“I know, I know” I said
“You’re hopeless!” She said
“I know, I know” I said
“You’ll pull or strain or break something!” She said
“I know, I know” I said
What are you two talking about I hear you ask. Well
it started when I decided to “Retire”, well actually I
call it Liberation (liberated from the company phone
and mobile), no longer seeking permanent full
time work, short term contracts OK, but no more
slog, finished . . . . . .
OK, what now? Well I read, a lot - Roman and
WWII history, I have taken up a Season Ticket at
my team again after a break of thirty years.
However, I need something physical and something
that gives me a social aspect as well. Golf for a
starter, but not enough.
AHA! This looks good. Walking Football for the over
50’s. A low impact slowed down version of the
beautiful game for men and women over fifty years
of age. Tick!
After a couple of weeks plucking up the courage to
turn up “cold”, I was off - Wednesday 11am at
Forthbank Stadium. A very warm welcome, really
friendly bunch and a cup of tea and a chat
afterwards. Tick!
What did I let myself in for?
Well since Mid-May:
• I have taken part in a demonstration session of
Walking Football at the National Parkinson’s
Conference held at Stirling University in July.
• I have attended a Dementia Awareness training
course to be able to host any sufferers who fancy
joining us for a kickabout.
• I have been “signed” by Stirling Albion to
represent them in the National League which is held
monthly at Ravenscraig (very competitive . . . , and
only if you want to play at that level ), not like the
friendly sessions on a Wednesday at Forthbank.
• I am about to become Treasurer and IT/Data
Protection trustee for WalkingFootballScotland.
• With Helen’s help I now administer the Facebook
Page for WalkingFootballForthValley.
• With Thomas’ help I have built and am now the
Webmaster for WalkingFootballForthValley.co.uk.
I am playing every Wednesday 11am to noon at
Forthbank and every Friday 10-11am at Indodrill
Stadium, Alloa and looking to maybe attend Falkirk
Stadium on a Monday 5-6pm. Please feel free to
join me, we are always looking for new players to
join our sessions.
It’s great fun, tremendous banter, good company. . .
. . AND I HAVE LOST 18lbs in weight.
I know, I know . . . . . . . David Hyland

Christmas Fayre
A big thank you to all our Gargunnock Community for coming along and supporting our
first Gargunnock Primary School Parent Council Christmas Fayre. This was a brilliant day
for the team and stallholders and was a big hit!!
This Event was supported by a range of craft stallholders who brought a brilliant selection
to our Fayre. The raffle prizes were all donated by them so I hope the lucky winners are
enjoying them!
A big thank you to all the volunteers on the day who made this a big success! You all
know who you are!
A superb community effort we raised £1,269.36 which will go towards building our
Outdoor Learning Zone for the primary school.
Due to its great success our plan is to hold one next year around this time.
Police Report
PC Scott Craigie is the ward officer for the Forth and Endrick area, which incorporates
Gargunnock and surrounding areas. He is based at Balfron Police Office, and can be
contacted at the office, on 101 or at ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk.
He regularly publishes information and appeals online. Our local Twitter feed can be found
at @StirlingPol , and our local Facebook page can be found at ‘Forth Valley Police
Division’.
As well as regularly high visibility patrols in the area by local officers, PC Craigie will
regularly visit Gargunnock on routine patrol, carry out road safety duties including speed
enforcement, assisting with local community issues and liaise with the local Community
Council.
The following is a summary of local policing activity since the last edition of The Bugle.
Antisocial Behaviour
There have been some incidents of anti-social behaviour within the village since the last
edition, which have been dealt with by both local officers. One issue raised since the last
issue by local residents is a number of local children who have been riding their pedal
cycles on the village footpaths at high speed. This has led to some near misses, especially
with some of the less nimble residents. When challenged some of the children have been
disrespectful and abusive. Can I ask that parents take time to discuss this issue with their
children so as to avoid any further incidents.
Road Safety
Police have been carrying out speed checks in the village and will continue to do so and
take enforcement action where possible.
The Central Scotland Safety Camera Partnership has continued to operate on the A811 to
contribute towards improving road safety.
Theft
There have been no reports of theft in the Gargunnock area, but with Christmas around the
corner please be aware of household security as nationally this is when we see a rise in
housebreaking.
I would encourage you to report any suspicious activity to Police Scotland or
CrimeStoppers.
The full version of this report can be seen at www.gargunnock.org/the-village
GARGUNNOCK’S ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS CARD 2017
Our 'Alternative Christmas Card' has raised over £13,000 for
various charities over the past twelve years (including CHAS,
The Scottish Cot Death Trust, The British Heart Foundation,
The ME Association and Alzheimer Scotland). This year we
are again fundraising for a charity that does fantastic work in their support and campaigning
for people who have been diagnosed with various forms of dementia - Alzheimer Scotland.
The ‘card’ is simply a wee poster wishing everyone in Gargunnock a very Merry Christmas
from everyone who has donated. It’s pinned to the notice board on Christmas Eve and will be
included in the first edition of The Bugle in 2018. The easiest way to donate is online, where
you can also post a more personal message to your fellow villagers on the Virgin Money
Giving page.
Many thanks for your continued support and I hope you have a lovely festive season when it
comes.
Jane - ( email: jane-milne@hotmail.co.uk phone: 01786 860661 )
HOW TO DONATE:
• Online: http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/gargunnockxmascard
(Please tick the Gift Aid box if applicable)
• Cash: In an envelope through my letterbox at JUNIPER RIDGE, LECKIE ROAD (directly
opposite the Community Centre path)
• When you leave your message on the online page, or in your note through my door, please
remember to include a note of everyone’s name from your family that you’d like included on
the Village Christmas Card

COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING FOR MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT!
Come and join us singing carols for Macmillan Cancer Support on Wednesday 20th December!
The plan this year is:
6.30pm start singing at Meiklewood House (by kind invitation of Willie and Helen Scott)
7.15pm Carols around the Christmas Tree in Gargunnock Kirk. A warm invitation to all the village
to join in. Doors open at 7pm, singing starts at around 7.15pm
8pm sing at Four Winds, Loft Brae (by kind invitation of Ken and Sally Stewart)
8.45pm sing in Gargunnock Inn, for whoever wants to come and join in or just listen
9.30pm singing ends!
Don’t forget your antlers and flashing earrings, etc!
Please let me know by Saturday 16th December if you are joining the singers so I can let the
venues know how many to expect. Either ring me, Helen Rowell, on 860630 or email at
bobbsymary@gmail.com. I’ll need your name and how many are coming.
The carollers are a mix of members of local choirs, including Songsters, the Gargoyles, friends,
spouses, neighbours, relatives – anyone who wants to join in, but it isn’t a choir event, it’s just old
fashioned traditional unaccompanied carolling! We don’t use any instruments, except jingle bells
and enthusiasm!
For many Christmases the Gargunnock Community Carol Singing, has taken place in aid of a
different charity and over the years we have raised a lot for good causes both local and national
and had fun at the same time.
In the early years we used to trail the streets, singing outside people’s nice, warm houses in the
vain hope that they would hear us over the TV and through the curtains and double glazing! Oh,
and did I mention the rain, snow, wind and ice we
have endured?? We always ended up in the Inn,
so no matter what, we carollers enjoyed the fresh
air and challenge but after a few years of collecting
viruses and only small donations, the route
and routine developed into a much more civilised
affair, keeping the carollers warm and dry and
boosting the collection substantially.
THE GARGOYLES OF GARGUNNOCK are also
doing 3 performances to add to the collection.
You can hear us perform as follows:
Saturday 2nd December from 12 to 2pm at The Woodhouse Café Christmas Shopping Event
Sunday 10th December 2pm to 4pm at The Smiddy Café and Farmshop
Saturday 23rd December 10am to 12 noon at Stirling Farmers' Christmas Market on Port Street

Gargunnock Senior Citizens’ Christmas
Gift Fund Thank you so much to the Gala
committee for the very generous cheque for
£250 and the Flower Show committee for their
equally generous cheque for £100. We really
appreciate your kindness, as do the recipients
of the vouchers !!
Gargunnock Songsters – Sing Sing Sing
The past few months have been exciting times
for the Gargunnock Songsters, they have
been out and about performing, their
membership has grown and they have
recorded their first CD. Recording the CD,
which is called ‘Sing Sing Sing’, was a lot of
fun and it will be available soon to purchase
from any member of the choir – it goes without
saying, it would make a marvellous Christmas
present!
Speaking of all things festive, the Songsters
will be performing next at their Christmas
concert which will be in the Community Centre
on Saturday 16th December at 7.30pm, tickets
will cost £6.00/£3.00 concession (includes
wine and nibbles). If you would like to come
along you can get tickets from any member of
the choir or from the Village Store.
The Gargunnock Songsters meet on
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in the
Gargunnock Primary School. New members
are always welcome. If you are interested in
joining or booking the Gargunnock Songsters
and would like further information please visit
our website at gargunnocksongsters.org.uk or
contact Lorna Rodger on 07733227965.

